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If you want to understand 
baptism in the light of the 
Word you need to look at 
the use of blood and water, 
the difference between 

circumcision and baptism and 
the covenant of grace. Have 
you ever had a discussion 
with someone about infant 
baptism? Those who are against 
it have various arguments; 
they sometimes cite Acts 2:38 
(“Repent and be baptized”) and 
state that you need to believe 
before you can be baptised; 
others say that there is no verse 
in the New Testament that 
specifically states that infants 
were baptised; and then there 
are those who are against the 
sprinkling of water. In these 
discussions you need to start 
at the beginning: the Old 
Testament and circumcision. 
Infant baptism is not as radically 
different from circumcision as 
some people believe. The same 
words and terms are used in the 
New and Old Testament when 
we read about circumcision and 
baptism. In the New Testament 
terms that are used to describe 
circumcision is used to describe 
baptism (Colossians 2:11-12) and 
vice versa (Romans 4:11-12).  
In the Old Testament 

circumcision was an act of 
sanctification. God’s people 
had to be sanctified (Jeremiah 
4:4). Someone who was not 
circumcised was seen as unholy 
(Genesis 17:10,14). In the Old 
Testament we read how blood 
and water were used together 
in the cleansing ceremony 
(Leviticus 14:7,8; Numbers 
19:1-22). In the New Testament 
baptism is shown as a cleansing 
bath (1 Corinthians 6:11 and 
Ephesians 5:26). Cleansing 
was either done by bathing or 
the sprinkling of water and/
or blood. In 1 Peter 1:2 we 
read: “who have been chosen 

according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to 
be obedient to Jesus Christ and 
sprinkled with his blood.” You 
can see that it is no coincidence 
that the same terms were used 
for baptism and circumcision. 
The Old and New Testament are 
part of a continuing covenant 
of grace. Circumcision is the 
sign and seal of the covenant 
that God made with Abraham 
in Genesis 17:1-14. This is the 

same covenant of grace that is 
in the New Testament. Abraham 
was circumcised as an adult and 
was given the task to circumcise 
all infants from eight days and 
older. Thus, adult circumcision 
and infant circumcision were 
done. These children did not 
believe in God, but through 
grace they are accepted as part 
of the people of God.  
In Acts 16:14-15 we read about 
the repenting of Lydia. After her 
repentance she and her whole 
house were baptised, although 
we do not read that the other 
people in her house came to 
believe in Christ. Through her 

faith the whole house received 
the grace of God.  
Whenever the Old Testament 
mentions blood it is a sign of 
the coming of Christ and his 
death that paid for our sins. 
Circumcisions and offerings are 
not used or needed anymore 
and were replaced by baptism 
through water. Water is the sign 
and seal of the new covenant. 
When Christ came to the world 
the adults were baptised. In the 
sermon of Peter in Acts 2:14-42 

the adult Jews were called to 
repentance and convergence. All 
of them, even the unbelievers, 
had to be baptised. In Acts 
2:39 Peter said to the adults: 
“The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far 
off – for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.” The promise of 
forgiveness, renewal and the 
grace of the covenant are also 
meant for children. God does 
not show less grace for children 
than adults. 
Parents who are believers 
do not baptise their children 
because they decide for them 
but because they acknowledge 
and confess the Lordship 
of Christ through this act. 
The goal of infant baptism is 
that the child may be led to 
believe through teaching and 
guidance in the Word of God. 
This is the confession of the 
power of the grace of God. Be 
careful that you do not limit it 
through your ideas, actions and 
choices. His love and grace are 
far greater than we can think 
or comprehend. Baptism is not 
proof of God’s grace, it is the 
grace that we receive from Him 
for free.not proof of God’s grace, 
it is the grace that we receive 
from Him for free.  

The grace of God is the same in the Old and New Testament for adults and children.
By Wilhan JoBse

cr0ss  courier
Publication of the Reformed Churches of South AfricaSuggested retail price R20

Proclaiming the gospel

 TO SEE why EvERyONE IS ExCITED 
AbOuT ThE yOuTh CONfERENCE IN 

DECEmbER READ PAGE 2.

 DO yOu kNOw hOw ThE REfORmED 
ChuRCh’S COllECTIONS wORk? READ 

mORE ON PAGE 3. 

DR. SEkhAulElO TEllS uS  
EvERyThING AbOuT EvANGElISm  

ON PAGE 4. 

READ OuR EDITOR’S NOTE ON PAGE 8 
fOR AN IN-DEPTh lOOk AT hOw ThE 

CROSS COuRIER CAmE TO bE. 



2  cross courier >>

T  here are many people 
who think they know 
what they need to do 
in order to have sex. 
They think that all 

one needs is a place and time, a 
box of chocolates, some wine, 
condoms and a consenting 
partner. Sex is not that simple. 
You can only say you have the 
right understanding of sex when 
certain biblical conditions have 
been met. 

 You need to delight yourself in the 
Lord and put the glory of God before 
your sexual passions.

Sexual immorality comes 
when you fail to make God the 
supreme pleasure and primary 
purpose for your existence.

 You need to make sure you are at the 
right age for love.

You are not ready for sex until 
you are at the right age for love 
and marriage. A young man is at 
that age when he is able to pro-
vide for his wife’s bodily needs 
and provide her with spiritual 

leadership. Until then, devote 
yourself wholeheartedly to God 
(1 Corinthians 7:32-35).

 You need to seek the wisdom of your 
parents about relationships and sex.

Just as we read in Proverbs 6:20-
35 your parents have more than 
enough wisdom to guide you. 
Talk to your parents about love 
and sex before you talk to those  
of your own age.

 You need to seek the wisdom of your 
pastor about relationships and sex.

According to the Bible your pas-
tor’s primary mission is to keep 
watch over your soul (Hebrews 
13:17). One of the ways he does 
this is by teaching you the whole 
counsel of God (Acts 20:26-27; 
Matthew 28:20). 

 You need to pray and depend on God 
to lead you to the right person.

Romantic love between a man 
and woman is God’s idea (Ge-
nesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25). Though 
it may embarrass you to talk to 
your parents about relationships 

and sex, you can talk to God 
about anything. He created both 
and tells us how relationships 
and sex should be pursued. 

 You need to be more attracted to a 
person’s inner beauty than by their 
outer beauty and material posses-
sions.

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears 
the LORD is to be praised”  
(Pro-verbs 31:30). Scripture ad-
monishes both men and women 
not to be preoccupied with 
looks but rather pay attention to 
inner beauty (Proverbs 6:25-26; 
7:1-27; 1 Peter 3:3-4; 1 Timothy 
2:9-10). 

 You need to make sure that you are 
in love with someone of the opposite 
sex.

South African law is not synony-
mous with God’s law. Homo-
sexuality is not only a sin, the 
prac tice is also breakable 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11). You can 
still change. God can still change 
you. You may be disqualified 

You are not ready for sex until you know what God has to say about it. 
By ThaBiso MoekeTsi

Come to the youth Conference in Potchefstroom, December 2015. 

The National Youth Con-
ference will DV be held in 
Potchefstroom from 16 to 20 
December 2015. When Cross 
Courier spoke with Reverend 

Masilo Letebele in August he confirmed 
that the council organising the confer-
ence is very excited. According to him 
the aim of this youth con-ference is to 
unite the youth in South Africa so that 

 Register before  31 October 2015

from sex but you are not 
dis qua li fied from being washed, 
sanctified and justified in the 
name of the Lord. 

 You need to be certain that your 
partner is a Christian.

According to the Word of God, 
you are free to marry anyone 
you wish as long as that person 
is a Christian (1 Corinthians 7:39).

 You need to ask your parents for 
permission to get married.

You are under your parents’ 
aut hority until you marry. When 
they act within the parameters 
of the Bible they can approve 
or di sapprove a marriage. Read 
Deuteronomy 7:3; 22:13-21; 
2 Corinthians 11:2. 

 You need to understand that once 
sex is over you cannot divorce.

Marriage is a lifelong covenant 
(Malachi 2:14; Proverbs 2:17; 
Mark 10:10-12). It does not matter 
whether sex is still enjoyable or 
not. God’s blueprint for marriage 
does not include divorce. 

they can make friends in Christ and 
get to know each other. He explained 
that the problem we in South Africa 
face is that the youth are scattered and 
there are no organised activities for 
the youth in rural congregations. Rev 
Letebele further said that the youth 
need some excitement. 

The planned conference will defi-
nitely provide excitement. There will 

be plenty of Bible studies, workshops 
and praise and worship events. It is 
the hope of the organisers that a lot 
of ministers will get involved so that 
they can give each other advice to 
accomplish the goal of building struc-
tures for youth events in all provinces.

Should you wish to attend the  
National Youth Conference in Decem-
ber you need to register. Each church 

or movement has to pay a registration 
fee of R300 and every person has to 
pay R250 for catering. The closing 
date for payments is 31 October 2015. 
There is space for 1000 people. You 
can follow the RCYM Online Facebook 
page for more information. 
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So often in our lives 
we may struggle to 
take control and we 
wait for someone else 
to take over. That is 

exactly the way Gideon felt. 
But God doesn’t want a perfect, 
sinless person. He simply 
wants us to be prepared to say 
yes for carrying out his work. 
When you feel that you are not 
important enough, or when you 
feel incapable, remember the 
words from Psalm 18:29: “With 
your help I can advance against 
a troop; with my God I can scale 
a wall.”

GIDEON’S FEELINGS
The Angel of the Lord appeared 
to Gideon without him realising 
it. It was during a time which 
was difficult for the Israelites, 
because they were being op-
pressed by the Midianites. The 
Angel greeted him and 
addressed him as a mighty war-
rior (Judges 6:12). But Gideon 
was weary and discouraged, 
and asked: “Where are all his 
wonders that our ancestors told 
us about…?” (Judges 6:13). 
Little did he know that God 
wanted to use him to do some-
thing great! He didn’t think 

himself capable because he was 
from a poor family and even 
among them he was of least 
importance.

GIDEON’S COMMAND
Whether or not you think your-
self important enough does 
not matter to God. He provides 
you with the knowledge and 
abilities you need to work 
in his kingdom. God sends 
Gideon to do his work: he must 
cut down the Asherah pole, 
pull down his father’s altar to 
Baal and build an altar for God. 
Then he must offer his father’s 

God can use you despite your fears and faults. Just as he used Gideon. 
By sUsaN LessiNG 

bull on the altar. God wanted 
to remind the Israelites that He 
is King. Gideon was too scared 
to destroy the altar in the 
daytime and therefore did it at 
night so that no one knew it 
was him. Despite his fears and 
doubts God still used Gideon 
to do his will. 

God’s counsel is predeter-
mined; he knows what the con-
sequences of events will be. He 
uses people to carry out his will. 
Even if you think you are weak 
and unimportant, the great and 
almighty God can and will use 
you to do his will. 

If you are not a deacon you 
may have wondered where 
your collection money goes.

By WyMie DU PLessis

Congregations collect money for the 
work in God’s kingdom. 

By WyMie DU PLessis

The collections 
always have a 
purpose. It is 
a great idea to 
announce the 

purpose on Sunday and 
even the previous Sunday 
so that the congregation 
may know what they 
are bringing money for. 
This helps to encourage 
congregants to take part 
ownership and lets them 
feel as if they have done 

Collections are the 
collection of money 
for a religious 
purpose. It is about 
service to God. 

Collections in Sunday services 
are used for the care of the 
poor by the deacons, while 
collections at the door are used 
to support the work of the 
kingdom in the broader church. 
Collections are trust money 
that are collected for a specific 

their part for a specific 
cause. 

The deacons are in 
charge of collecting and 
counting of the offerings 
according to the formulary 
of the ordinations of dea-
cons. They have to pay it 
over to the Administrative 
Bureau in Potchefstroom. 
The Bureau will then pay 
the money into the right  
account so that the work of 
God can be done. 

purpose and cannot be used 
for other purposes, such as the 
reverend’s traktement.

Deputy groups make  
recommendations and then the 
Synod approves the collections 
so that the Deputy groups can 
do their assigned tasks. This is 
done at every Synod meeting.  
Read Mark 12:41-44 (the poor 
widow’s offering) and 2 Corin-
thians 8:1-9 (encouragement to 
give generously). 



Ever since Protestantism 
came to life it has taught 
that there are three 
ways to distinguish 
a true church from 

a false church. These are: the 
sound preaching of the Word of 
God, the use of the sacraments 
according to Christ’s principles, 
and the faithful exercise of 
ecclesiastical discipline. Where 
does evangelising of the 
unsaved fit in the true church?

WHAT IS AN EVANGELIST?
The name evangelist was some-
times given to men who served 
as itinerant preachers. Having 
preached the gospel in one 
place, they would soon move on 
to another (Acts 8:5-26). Their 
departure made room for a pas-
tor or teacher. There are three 
offices in the apostolic church: 
ruling elder, teaching elder and 
deacon. Being an evangelist was 
not a separate vocation or call-
ing. This is confirmed by the fact 
that Philip, the evangelist, was a 

deacon (Acts 6:5) and Timothy, 
the evangelist, an elder (1 Timo-
thy 4:14; I Thessalonians 3:2).  
Simply put, evangelism is part 
and parcel of sound preaching. 
The church which fails to evan-
gelise the unsaved cannot be 
said to be proclaiming the whole 
counsel of God. 

WHO CAN BE  
AN EVANGELIST?
Every believer, whether he be 
a lay person or in office has 
a duty to witness and testify 
about the saving grace of the 
Lord in his life, both in word and 
deed. However, preaching and 
proclaiming the message of the 
gospel calls for preparation and 
commitment. 

Jesus has commanded us 
to go into the world and take 
His message of salvation to all 
nations. If the church wants to 
fulfil this mandate of Christ, then 
far more attention should be 
paid to the specific preparation 
of evangelists. With the current 

rise and popularity of cults, false 
teachings, and non-biblical 
philosophies, it is imperative 
that evangelists be grounded in 
the Word of God so that they can 
discern error from truth.  

THE FOuNDATION  
OF AN EVANGELIST
Throughout the history of man-
kind, God’s written word has 
pro ven itself to be a powerful 
tool of evangelism, and will 
con tinue to do so. God has said, 
“my word that goes out from my 
mouth: It will not return to me 
empty” (Isaiah 55:11).  
Other Scrip tures that underscore 
this point are 2 Timothy 3:14-
17; 2 Thes salonians 2:15 and 
Hebrews 2:1. 

The authority of evangelism 
therefore rests on the authority 
of the Bible. This implies that the 
evangelist must not only have 
a conception of human nature 
and behavioural patterns of the 
congregation, but it is absolutely 
essential (in order to give the 
proper biblical message) that he 
has a solid theological founda-
tion. Thus, the evangelist must 

be assured within himself that 
his authority to proclaim the 
good news comes from the  
Triune God, the Father, Son 
and the Holy Spirit as revealed 
by God in his eternal Word. 
True Christian faith rests on the 
content of the gospel. In other 
words, behind the concept and 
urgency of the gospel message, 
there lies a doctrine of God. 

Paul was convinced of the 
need to have a balanced biblical 
theological foundation for evan-
gelism (2 Timothy 3:14-15). One 
implication of that command is 
that far more attention should 
be paid to the specific prepara-
tion of evangelists. There are 
many ways and means of recei-
ving such a foundation. 

Preparation can be done 
through a various number of 
Bible schools and colleges, even 
through telematic learning. It 
is not so important to measure 
the preparation in terms of time 
spent. However, it is of immense 
importance to have a solid 
foundation and be grounded in 
the fundamental doctrines of 
our faith.  

 Let’s consider suicide from the perspective of the Word of God.
By Prof PaUL De BrUyN

Suicide is the 
purposeful, deliberate 
and pre-meditated 
act of someone 
taking their own 

life. Although suicide must 
be condemned as sin, it does 
not mean that the person 
committing suicide is lost 
forever. This person may have 
been a convinced believer, who 
during a time of depression 
or other spiritual challenges, 
could not think straight. Above 
all, your eternal destination is 
not determined by your good 
or evil works, but by your 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Man should not attempt to 
sit in the judge’s seat of God 

and decide on other people’s 
salvation. No one, in any 
instance, knows what happened 
in those last moments between 
the person and God.

KEEP THIS IN MIND
 God gave life to mankind and 
no one has the right to take it 
away (Exodus 20:13).
 God created mankind in his 
image and as his representa-
tive. Suicide violates this ordi-
nance (Genesis 1:27; 9:6).
 God called and tasked every-
one to govern his creation in 
their own situation, to work 
within and to be responsible 
for it (Genesis 1:26, 28; 2:15). 
No one may wilfully disobey 

this command.
 Suicide often arises from the 
perception that life is without 
purpose and that death 
therefore may be better than 
life. Such a view is wrong, 
because God works all things 
together for the good of 
those who love Him  
(Romans 8:28).
 Suicide means that someone 
takes refuge in an enemy who 
has already been overcome 
by Christ. Therefore suicide 
cannot indemnify one from 
account before the judgment 
seat of God (2 Corinthians 
5:10; Revelations 20:12).
 Often, someone who com-
mits suicide is trying to 

escape their responsibilities. 
This, however, leaves the 
person’s family with more 
problems and they may land 
in a huge crisis.

4  cross courier >>

Evangelism is part and parcel of sound preaching.
                                                         By Dr aMos sekhaULeLo

Five persons in the Bible are 
known to have committed suicide:

Saul (1 Samuel 31:4), 
Saul’s armour bearer (1 
Samuel 31:5), Ahithophel (2 
Samuel 17:23), king Zimri 
(1 Kings 16:18) and Judas 
(Iscariot) (Matthew 27:5). It 
is remarkable that none of 
them were good examples 
of true believers in God or 
served Him with their whole 
hearts.  

Translated by Erina du Plooy Bain



<< cross courier  5

Believers have to enrich 
their lives to let their 

faith grow. 
By MarLeTTe VaN rooyeN 

 These 13 Bible verses support predestination and ensures 
the believer that they are elected by God.

Those who believe in free will may try to avoid proper interpretation when it comes to these 
verses to support what they believe, or they flat out reject these verses. But it is clear. If all 
glory is to God and not to ourselves, and if we were dead in sin before we were saved, how 
could we raise ourselves from the dead? Thank God He has predestined us, because it is in our 
nature to reject God and if He didn’t seal us, we would fall away in a heartbeat. Some of these 

verses are clear on the confession of predestination.

Be thankful for God, His Omniscience, and Grace to save you. Soli Deo Gloria & Sola Gratia! 

REVELATIONS 13:8
“All who dwell on the earth 
will worship him, everyone 
whose name has not been 
written from the foundation 
of the world in the book of life 
of the Lamb who has been 
slain.” 

1 PETER 1:2
“according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus 
Christ and be sprinkled with His 
blood: May grace and peace be 
yours in the fullest measure.” 

TITuS 1:1
“Paul, a bond-servant of God 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
for the faith of those chosen 
of God and the knowledge of 
the truth which is according to 
godliness,” 

2 THESSALONIANS 2:13
“But we should always give thanks 
to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen 
you from the beginning for salva-
tion through sanctification by the 
Spirit and faith in the truth.” 

1 THESSALONIANS 1:4
“knowing, brethren beloved 
by God, His choice of you;” 

EPHESIANS 1:5,11
“He predestined us to adop-
tion as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according 
to the kind intention of His 
will, … also we have obtained 
an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will,” 

1 CORINTHIANS 2:7
“but we speak God’s wisdom in a 
mystery, the hidden wisdom which 
God predestined before the ages to 
our glory;” 

ROMANS 11:5-7
“In the same way then, there 
has also come to be at the pre-
sent time a remnant accord-
ing to God’s gracious choice. 
But if it is by grace, it is no 
longer on the basis of works, 
otherwise grace is no longer 
grace. What then? What Israel 
is seeking, it has not obtained, 
but those who were chosen 
obtained it, and the rest were 
hardened;” 

ROMANS 11:2
“God has not rejected His people 
whom He foreknew. Or do you not 
know what the Scripture says in the 
passage about Elijah, how he pleads 
with God against Israel?” 

ROMANS 9:15-16 THE 
WHOLE CHAPTER
“For He says to Moses, ‘I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.’ So then it does 
not depend on the man who wills or 
the man who runs, but on God who 
has mercy.”

ROMANS 9:11
“for though the twins were not 
yet born and had not done 
anything good or bad, so that 
God’s purpose according to 
His choice would stand, not 
because of works but because 
of Him who calls,” 

ROMANS 8:33
“Who will bring a charge against 
God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies;” 

ROMANS 8:28- 30
“And we know that God causes 
all things to work together 
for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. For 
those whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of 
His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many 
brethren; and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; 
and these whom He called, He 
also justified; and these whom 
He justified, He also glorified.” 

In this edition of Cross Courier 
we quote verses from the 
Bible that affirms that we 
are the elected of God. In 2 
Peter 1:4b Peter advises the 

children of the Lord, His elected, 
that they must “participate in the 
divine nature.” He further advises 
that believers must enrich their 
faith in God. In 2 Peter 1:5-8 he 
explains what we can do: “For this 
very reason, make every effort to 
add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness, knowledge; and to 
knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and 
to mutual affection, love. For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective and unproductive 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

There are two ways to enrich 
yourself, either financially (your 
pocket) or spiritually (your heart). 
There is a big difference between 
enriching your pocket and enrich-
ing your heart. These differ like 
day and night. Wanting to fill your 
pockets at all cost is temporary; you 
cannot take it with you when you 
die. When you enrich your heart, 
your focus shifts towards God and 
your neighbour and you strive to 
add value to your own life and the 
lives of the people around you. 
Enriching your heart is eternal and 
cannot be taken from you by death. 

Read the full pericope in  
2 Peter 1:1-11 and discover how you 
can grow your faith. 

Translated from Teks & Vers 
from Die Gereformeerde Vroueblad, 
February 2015  
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Religion brings hope 
and purpose to 
your life. It plays an 
important part in 
shaping your identity 

and finding your purpose in life. 
It also gives you guidelines on 
how to live your life. 

In South Africa we are 
faced with a variety of people, 
cultures, races, languages and 
religions. It is important that 
we accommodate all these dif-
ferences in order to guarantee 
a community that can live in 
peace and harmony. However, 
this does not mean you have to 
agree with all of the different 
views and beliefs. Everyone has 
the right to believe in whatever 

No matter when and 
where the church 
is working in the 
world, Christian 
education and 

covenant teaching will always 
be needed. Parents who are 
serious about the promises 
they made at their children’s 
baptisms are also committed to 
the teaching of science in the 
light of God’s Word. 

The ICO professes Christ 
as the only Teacher. They are 
reformed in character and 
strive for unity among Chris-

Schools are bombarding children with different religions – what can you do?
By ZaNéL sTryDoM

he or she chooses. 
Schools incorporate ser-

mons from different religions. 
This is done to give everyone 
the right to practise their reli-
gion and to educate everyone 
in terms of diversity. Although 
no one’s right to practise their 
religion is denied, it can be in-
hibited by this. Every individual 
should have an opportunity to 
not only decide on a religion, 
but to also develop it without 
being manipulated. 

Even though being aware of 
different cultures and religions is 
a good way to learn respect for 
others, this exposure to different 
religions brings with it some 
dangers. One of these dangers is 

that many religions have certain 
values that overlap, creating the 
delusion of sameness that leads 
to confusion. This confusion can 
result in a complete disregard 
of religion or a combination of 
different religions. 

These different religions are 
taught in a time during which 
young people start to question 
their lives and their purpose. 
Receiving various opinions can 
make an already confusing time 
of life even more so. 

STAND uP FOR  
WHAT YOu BELIEVE
Do not hesitate to say what 
you believe. Always remember 
you have the same rights as 

the person next to you. You 
cannot force your religion onto 
someone else, just like no one 
can deny you yours.

ASK quESTIONS
Speak to your pastor if you have 
any questions after hearing a 
sermon or after speaking to 
your friends about another 
religion. 

BE OPEN
Allow others to speak about 
their religion and form an 
opinion about it. That way, 
when it comes time to stand up 
for what you believe in, you will 
unequivocally be able to say 
why you believe as you do. 

Not only is the ICO helping with Cross Courier, but they also train 
and help 1000’s of Christian teachers in South Africa.

By reV haNNes NoëTh
tian teachers in South Africa. 
Therefore there is a strong focus 
on equipment, support and ad-
vice on education to Christian 
teachers.

The ICO works in four areas, 
namely:

ARSO SCHOOLS
There are currently 12 member 
schools.

DEVELOPMENT AND ADVICE 
TO PuBLIC SCHOOLS AND 
OTHER PRIVATE SCHOOLS
In 2014 the ICO’s study course 

on study methods was pre-
sented to more than 5,000 
students in public and private 
schools. The course on Founda-
tion in Christian education has 
been presented to more than 
3,000 teachers.

DEVELOPMENT OF A 
REFORMED CuRRICuLuM
One of the tasks of the ICO is 
rewriting Christian curriculum 
in all subjects. Scholars in all 
areas are approached for the 
developement of good quality 
curricula. This is an ongoing 
process.

GENERAL EDuCATION 
SERVICE OFFICE. 
This is one of the great needs 
of Christian teachers. The ICO’s 
office is open every day for 
inquiries on education. Teachers 
can visit the offices any day for 
advice on education issues. 
Part of the job of the education 
service office is to represent the 
different schools at government 
institutions and they are able to 
assist with legal advice where 
necessary. Liaison with other 
educational institutions is also 
done from this office.

To contact the ICO:  
1180 Dickenson Avenue, Waverley, 
Pretoria / PO Box 31120, Totiusdal, 0134 
Phone: 0123320336 
E-mail: saskiameijer67@gmail.com 
Office hours: 08:00-16:00 

It is a privilege for the ICO (Institute of Christian education) to work with our new 
church magazine Cross Courier. Congratulations on the new magazine and thank 
you for the opportunity to be able to contribute. In the next few editions of Cross 
Courier we will share articles on important education issues with you.
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Find the names of the Bible 
books. They are hidden horizon-
tal, vertical and diagonal.

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not 

____, for I am with you; 

do not be dismayed, for 

I am your ___. I will 

___________ you and 

____ you; I will uphold 

you with my __________   

_____ hand.”
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Do you have a smart 
phone? Then you 
definitely want to 
start reading the 
Bible everywhere 

you are. Try one of these two 
apps, You Version or Faithlife, 
and you will always have the 
Bible in your pocket. Let us know 
which apps you use by sending 
an e-mail to ed@crosscourier.
co.za or following our Facebook 
page, The Cross Courier. 

Cross Courier looks at two apps that will 
enable you to read the Bible anywhere. 

copyright thE croSS couriEr 2015

rEViEW:  
youVErSion BiBlE app
With YouVersion you can read 
the Bible offline once you have 
downloaded your favourite 
translation. The app is really 
user friendly; you can make 
bookmarks, follow a Bible 
reading plan, or highlight 
passages that you want to 
remember. There are different 
devotionals that are free to 

The  GKSA has four 
beautiful 
and informative 
reformed magazines. 
What a privilege! 

There is, however, no English 
magazine. There is not only a 
need for an English magazine, 
but time and again, we have 
seen that it is something the 
English members truly want. 

In 2013 two issues of Cross-
road magazine was published. 
More than 2000 copies of 
these issues were printed and 
given out at the youth confer-
ences held in that year. People 
phoned the Admin Buro asking 
for more. Although there was 
a huge demand and we found 

Everything is possible with god
By Karin Bain

the excitement contagious, the 
planning and support team was 
inadequate.

While handing out copies of 
Kruispad at the Synod of 2015 
many of the English-speaking 
brothers asked me for the 
English magazine. It was like 
a murmur went through the 
seats: “May I have an English 
magazine?” Unfortunately there 
were none to hand out.

The Youth deputies and 
other deputy groups received 

the task from the Synod to give 
attention to the publication of 
English literature. During the 
meetings of various deputy 
groups the role and content of 
a new magazine was discussed 
and I was elected as editor. 
I contacted a few ministers 
and translators to gain their 
assistance. After meetings held 
in the Youth office we started to 
develop and publish the new 
English magazine.

We are still in the process of 

taking more people on board. 
You can help us by giving 
feedback on the magazine, 
visiting our website at www.
crosscourier.co.za, liking us 
on Facebook, sending articles 
to editor@crosscourier.co.za 
and joining the editorial team. 
Please ask your church council 
to subscribe and order the 
Cross Courier. You may sell the 
magazines for up to R20 as part 
of fundraising for your youth. 

The survival of the Cross 
Courier is now in your hands. 
Join us in our journey.

We pray that the Lord will 
guide us and give us wisdom 
to publish a Cross Courier every 
two months.  

use. The different Bible trans-
lations are free. Unfortunately 
we couldn’t find any trans-
lations for the indigenous 
languages of our country. 

rEViEW:  
FaithliFE Study BiBlE
The Faithlife Study Bible is free 
to download, but you need to 
pay if you want more transla-
tions. You also need to pay for 

some of the commentaries that 
have extra information. How-
ever, this will quickly become 
your favourite Bible app. There 
are tons of extra information, 
commentaries and devotionals. 
There are even infographs and 
maps that help you broaden 
your knowledge of the Bible. 
The place for notes is extensive 
and you can use it to write 
notes during the sermon. 


